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- Mr. Lukin Gilliland, Jr., resident, stated he’s spent most of his life fighting to 
maintain the integrity of this neighborhood. He thanked Ms. Nichols for considering a 
90 day delay and thanked Council for looking into establishing a historical district. 

- Mr. Ted Flato, resident, stated he was thrilled that Ms. Nichols was willing to wait 90 
days to work with the neighborhood to hopefully preserve this house. 

After a brief discussion, Councilmember Jessee moved to approve a 90-day demolition 
delay on ARB Case No. 914F. The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Bonner and passed 
by unanimous vote. 

 
Mayor Rosenthal stated he didn’t want any misunderstanding and explained Council had 

the ability to delay the project an additional 90 days; however, he wanted the residents to know 
this would probably not happen. He assured the audience Council would hear the case again 
between 90 and 180 days.  

 
***Mayor Rosenthal called for a brief recess from 6:23 p.m. to 6:38 p.m.*** 

 
 

Item # 10 Mayor Rosenthal read the following caption. 
 

Architectural Review Board Case No. 918F, request of Eric Baumgartner of 
LPA Design Studios, applicant, representing the Alamo Heights Independent 
School District, owner, for the significance review of an existing academic 
building located at 6900 Broadway St. in order to demolish 100% of the 
existing structure fronting Broadway St and Castano Ave. 

 
Ms. Hernandez stated the property is located at 6900 Broadway, on the East side of 

Broadway St between E Fair Oaks Pl and E Castano Ave. The applicant requests approval of 
100% demolition of existing academic building. 

 
Ms. Hernandez stated due to the 100% demolition request, the request triggered a 

significance review. She reviewed the existing site plan, property conditions, and streetscape. 
She noted any future construction would be subject to Final Review by the ARB and approval by 
Council under Chapter 2 Administration.  

 
The ARB considered the request at their January 16, 2024. During the review, the motion 

to declare the structure as significant did not receive the four (4) affirmative votes as required per 
Section 2-48(a) of the City’s Code of Ordinances.  

 

- AYES: 3 (Board Member Ashley Armes, Board Member Larry Gottsman, Board 
Member Lyndsay Thorn) 
 

- NAYS: 1 (Board Chairman John Gaines, Board Member Clay Hagendorf, Board 
Member Phil Solomon) 

 
Public notifications were mailed to property owners within a 200-foot radius. Notices 

were posted on the City’s website and on the property. Staff received three responses in support 
and none in opposition from residents within the 200-foot radius. Staff received one response in 
support and seven in opposition from residents outside the 200-foot radius. An additional four 
comments were received from residents in opposition; however, staff was unable to determine if 
they were located within the 200-foot radius. 
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 Architect Sara Flowers of LPA Design Studios, presented on behalf of Alamo Heights 
ISD. She stated the school was built in the 1950’s to accommodate 800 students. At present time, 
the Alamo Heights High School has 1,600 students currently enrolled. She stated they gathered 
information to begin planning for a new facility using several methods: facilities assessments & 
utilization studies, educational visioning session with all campuses, student visioning sessions 
with all campuses, and community input meetings. The current high school campus is 110,900 
gross square feet and proposed is 148,300 gross square feet. 
  
 Architect Eric Baumgartner of LPA Design Studios, continued the presentation. He stated 
the School Board directed them to evaluate the existing building with the understanding that it 
has a lot of history in the community. He noted the original building was built in 1949 and has 
gone through several renovations since then. Currently, building does not meet many of the 
current applicable codes as adopted by the City of Alamo Heights, including the National Energy 
Code, International Building Codes, and the American with Disabilities Act.  
 
 Mr. Baumgartner added during the evaluation of the building, they studied the structural 
assessment, operational analysis, and site analysis with several professionals in the industry. 
They explored five different scenarios for this project. 

- Renovate the existing building 
- Add a third level to the existing building 
- Add square footage to the existing building 
- Reorganize classrooms in the existing building 
- Replace the existing building 

 
 The team found structure deficiencies in the building. Classrooms did not meet the 
District’s and Texas Education Agency (TEA) recommended square footages for student count, 
there is no secure vestibule present, columns in classrooms inhibit visibility, operational & 
maintenance costs estimated 50% energy use reduction and many systems are nearing end of life. 
 
 Mr. Baumgartner stated based on the analysis provided, the AHISD concluded that 
replacing the existing building is the best use of the community’s resources. He continued to 
present the proposed new development. He stated the footprint of the building will be almost 
centered exactly at the current location and set back from the AH Mule statue in front of the 
existing building. He reviewed images of the proposed building utilizing the existing campus 
brick. The new structure will be three stories and will maintain existing heritage trees. 
 

 Mayor Rosenthal asked to hear comments from citizens on this item. 
 
- Mr. Cy Goudge, resident, stated he was in support of a new building for the high 

school campus. He understood the history of the building, but it was time for a new 
one. He noted some residents felt they were deceived by the AHISD regarding 
renovations. He did not agree and added the community was well informed. 
 

- Ms. Sarah Jo LeMessurier, resident and former teacher at AHISD, was in favor of the 
proposal to demolish the high school and replacing it with a new building. She stated 
this will send a positive message to the community that cares about the future of its 
children.  
 

- Ms. Brooke Meabon, resident, stated she was in favor of the new building and she, 
along with 70% of our community neighborhood, voted in favor of the AHISD 
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