
 
 CITY OF ALAMO HEIGHTS 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
6116 BROADWAY 

SAN ANTONIO, TX  78209 
210-826-0516 

 
Board of Adjustment Meeting 

Wednesday, June 01, 2022 – 5:30 P.M. 
 

Take notice that a Regular City Council Meeting of the Board of Adjustment of the City of Alamo Heights will be 
held on Wednesday, June 01, 2022, at 5:30pm in the City Council Chamber, located at 6116 Broadway, San 
Antonio, Texas, 78209, to consider and act upon any lawful subjects which may come before it.  Per Governor’s 
Order GQ-36, attendees are not required to wear facial covering (mask) but they are encouraged. The City 
will continue to practice social distancing, and seating will be limited to capacity limits. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TELECONFERENCE: Members of the public may also participate via 
audio by dialing is +1 346-248-7799 Meeting ID 893 9488 9735. If you would like to speak on a 
particular item, when the item is considered, press *9 to “raise your hand”. Citizens will have three 
(3) minutes to share their comments. The meeting will be recorded. 

 
Case No. 2366 – 123 Harrison 
Application of Ian and Nicole Hudson, owners, requesting the following variance(s) in order to construct 
a balcony/elevated deck to the rear of the existing main structure at the property located at CB 4024, 
BLK 61, LOT 9, also known as 123 Harrison, zoned SF-A: 
1. A proposed 23.5ft front yard setback to the rear of the main structure instead of the minimum 30ft 

required per Section 3-81(3), 
2. The proposed plate height exceeds the height looming standard by 7.25ft with an overall top of plate 

height of 20.25ft instead of the maximum 13ft allowed based on the proposed 6.5ft side yard setback 
on the west side per Section 3-19(2)(a) of the City’s Zoning Code.  

 
 
Plans may be viewed online* (www.alamoheightstx.gov/departments/planning-and-development-
services/public-notices) and at the Community Development Services Department located at 6116 Broadway 
St. You may also contact Eron Spencer, Planner, at espencer@alamoheightstx.gov or 210-832-2239, Lety 
Hernandez, Director, at lhernandez@alamoheightstx.gov or (210) 832-2250, and/or our office at (210) 826-
0516 for additional information regarding this case. Please note floor plans will not be available online. 
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http://www.alamoheightstx.gov/departments/planning-and-development-services/public-notices
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To whom it may concern, 

We are writing to request a variance setback for our property. Our home sits at 123 Harrison Ave in 

Alamo Heights and is designated as Double Frontage.  The front of our home faces South on Harrison 

and the back of our home faces north on Ogden. In fact, the back is directly at the three-way 

intersection of Ogden and Columbine.  Both the front yard and back yard are subjected to the same curb 

distance setback since we are designated as Double Frontage. 

We purchased this home in August of 2021 after living in the nearby area for four years. Over the years 

we frequently discussed how much we loved this neighborhood and hoped to one day move closer to 

our children’s school (Cambridge) and be near all of the things we love in Alamo Heights. So, when this 

house became available, and our offer was accepted (on our anniversary no less) we were elated.  

There is a very distinct charm to the front of the house with its flower boxes and shady trees. The 

shutters bring warmth and character to what would otherwise be a mostly flat surface. Early on my 

husband had a desire to bring some more of that character to the back of the house. As one drives south 

on Columbine our house is the eventual end point. Columbine essentially “dead ends” into our back 

fence. Our fence does have a gate and a driveway leading to our garage which is attached and directly 

under the master bedroom on our second floor. 

When the house was built on the original home’s foundation in 2002, a back porch deck was railed in, 

off of the kitchen with two French doors. It extends out 8 feet and is just enough room to sit and relax 

but it is utilized like a front porch/front door since we always approach by our vehicles in the back for 

the driveway and garage.  

In order to articulate the back of the house (which is currently a very flat tall wall with a garage door and 

a bedroom window) we would like to build a railed in deck off the existing master bedroom. We would 

put French doors in place of the existing windows. The builders maximized the home footprint in their 

build and went as far as they could go with the curb setback for the back of the house which is why we 

need to request a variance approval in order to place support posts for our proposed deck. While we 

learned we could build out four feet without the need for a variance, we both feel that for the amount 

of time and financial expenditure this project will entail, the space needs to be functional and usable to 

justify the expense. At four feet there really isn’t room for utilizing the space for my husband who stands 

at 6’7”. There wouldn’t be room for him to sit on a chair and stretch out, especially considering the 

railing itself will take up half a foot. In order to place a deck that spans the 30 foot length of the garage 

and bedroom the posts will need to be placed seven feet from the building, and closer to the curb on 

our back facing setback. 

I’m including several photos of neighboring properties which have railed in porches and a balcony as 

well two houses to our west. I appreciate your time and consideration for our request. We love the 

small-town community here in Alamo Heights and are so happy to have made our home on this 

charming street. 

Sincerely, 

Nicole & Ian Hudson 

















I’m including the neighboring properties on Harrison which have the rear of the homes facing Ogden. 

To our immediate east is 121 Harrison 

And the last house east of that before commercial property is 115 Harrison 

Then to our west is 131 Harrison 



Then 135 Harrison is further west, which is very modern and does have a nice deep balcony on the 

second floor. 

Then 141 Harrison is the last on the block which is facing Ogden 

On the north side of Ogden directly across from us is 301 Ogden:



West of that is 307 Ogden 

Further West 311 Ogden 

And 315 Ogden  



Across from us on the East side of Columbine and Ogden there is only one house facing us at 221 Ogden 

The Back of our house currently: 



And a close up of the existing back porch, off of the kitchen French doors, which is 8 feet deep already. 

Our example of why four feet would be too narrow for useable space for my husband.  

The front of our Home on Harrison 


